subsegment of this field will be able to find and talk with others with similar interests. Electronic communication systems (electronic mail) have proven to be an effective and instantaneous mode communication. We hope to link all SCAR members with such a network. We are convinced that the many computer applications in radiology are important and the developments are so rapid that this society and journal are ideas whose time has come. I hope you'll join us during these exciting times in radiology.
What is RISC and what does RISC have to do with SCAR? RISC stands for the Radiology Information System Consortium. The consortium is composed of nearly forty hospitals who have joined to pursue some specific projects related to computers in radiology-projects that can best be accomplished by institutions pooling their collective resources to accomplish tasks such as designing a state of the art radiology information management system, developing computer-based teaching modules for practicing radiologists and residents, and producing a digital encyclopedia of interesting radiologic cases which will be available on CD-ROM media. Many of the founders of SCAR have been affiliated with RISC in the past and believe in the importance of computers in radiology and in the value of a new, independent society for individuals. RISC has agreed to provide administrative and organizational support to SCAR and to make it possible for SCAR members to participate in appropriate cooperative projects. As we lay the groundwork for this important new organization, we welcome your suggestions and ideas. This is a great opportunity to help build a strong society that can make a difference in radiology. I hope you'll join us. For more information about SCAR, drop me a line.
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